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ITassan El Glaoui : Le Sel de ma Terre

Hassan El Glaoui: The Salt of my Earth

Par / By : Edith Dabbey - Photos : DR El Glaoui

Fervent hommage & l'un des premiers
artistes figuratifs du Maroc, 'exposition
Le Sel de ma Terre est présentée du 2 avril
au 31 aolt 2019 au Musée Mohammed
VI dArt Moderne et Conternporain de
Rabat. Une occasion rare de se plonger
dans le travail du peintre décédé le 21
juin 2018. Le parcours, composé d'une
centaine d'ceuvres réalisées sur prés de
sept décennies, réunit les deux facettes
de son oeuvre : son travail de portraitiste
et celui de témoin de traditions profondes
du Maroc.

Adevoted tribute to one of the first figurative
artists of Morocco, the exhibition The Salt of
rny Earth is being displayed from April 2nd
to August 31st, 2019 at the Mohammed VI
Museumn of Modern and Conternporary Art
in Rabat, A rare opportunity to dive into the
work of this painter who passed away on
June 21st, 2018, The exhibition, made up of
around a hundred paintings produced over
seven decades, brings together two aspects

of his art;

work as a portrait artist and

his work capturing deep-rooted traditions
in Morocco.
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Le pére de Hassan El Glaoui, pacha de
Marrakech, destinait son fils & de hautes
fonctions politiques. 11 faudra tout le talent
du jeune hormme et toute la force de
persuasion de Winston Churchill, Prerier
Ministre britannique de Iépoque et ami du
pacha pour quil soit autorisé & sinstaller &
Paris en 1952 afin d'y suivre des cours.
Dans son atelier, Hassan El Glaoui va
satteler, sa vie durant & peindre son
entourage proche (sa fernme et ses filles
notamment, certains amis aussi) tout
autant que des scénes dintérieur et des
natures mortes. « Son univers na rien d'un
sanctuaire inviolable : le peintre comme ses
toiles sépanouissaient dans le champ fertile
et nourricier de la vie de famille. Nous y
étions tous les bienvenus, quand il ne nous
y invitait pas lui-méme pour poser. Je me
prétais souvent a lexercice, bonheur de
fillette & combler les attentes de son pére » se
souvient Touria El Glaoui, sa fille, aujourd’hui
commissaire d'exposition et fondatrice de la
foire d'art conternporain 1-54. Ces tableaux
intimistes, trés chers & lartiste défunt,
dégagent une grande douceur et un profond
bonheur de peindre. Trés peu montrés
de son vivant, ils sont aujourdhui un vrai
cadeau offert aux visiteurs.

En marge de ce travail de portraitiste, vient
lautre sujet de prédilection de Hassan El
Glaoui, celui qui le rendra célébre dans
le monde entier : les chevaux. Cortéges
entourant le Roi, cavaliers au galop devant
les kasbahs ou fantasia face aux collines
de IAtlas font vibrer la toile de couleurs
dune toute autre intensité. Ciel d'un bleu
éblouissant, terre ocre de Marrakech, blanc
franc des burnous, rouge des fez, orange,
vert, jaune se mélent et sentremélent
pour offrir des scénes grandioses et
intemnporelles. «Lamour de sa patrie est la
ressource premiére de son talent et comme
Tessence de sa vocation. On dirait quil ne
les a requs de Dieu que pour exalter son
pays fier et aimable» écrira de lui I'écrivain
francais Maurice Druon.

The father of Hassan El Glaoui, pasha
of Marrakech, had intended for his son
to take up high political office. He had

to call upon all his talent as a young
man and all the power of persuasion
of Winston Churchill
Minister at the time and friend of the

British Prime

pasha’s, in order to be allowed to go
settle in Paris in 1952 to study.

In his workshop, Hassan El Glaoui
spent his entire life painting those
close to him (especially his wife and
daughters, and some of his friends),
as well as indoor scenes and still life.
“His universe was no impregnable
sanctuary: the painter, like his
paintings, flourished in the nourishing
and fertile environment of family life.
We were all welcome there, when he
hadn't invited us there himself to pose.
1 often endeavoured, as daughters love
to do, to fulfil my father's expectations”,
recalls his daughter, Touria El Glaoui,
who is now the exhibition curator and
founder of the 1-54 contemporary
These

art fair intimate paintings,

very dear to the deceased artist,
convey gentleness and the profound
happiness he derived from painting.
They were displayed very rarely while
he was alive and are now a genuine gift
for visitors

Alongside his work as a portrait artist,
Hassan El Glaoui also had a passion
for painting horses, which made his
famous worldwide. Processions around
the King, riders galloping in front of
Kasbahs and fantasias facing the cliffs
of the Atlas bring his paintings to life,
with colours of a completely different
intensity. The bright blue skies, the
ochre earth of Marrakech, the brilliant
white of burnous, the red of fezzes,
orange, green and yellow mingle and
interweave to create grandiose and
timeless scenes. “His love for his
homeland is the main source of his
talent and the essence of his passion
It's as if he received it from God just
to exalt his proud and loving country”,
wrote the French writer Maurice Druon

about him.
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